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Early detection and eye care is critical

Vision problems in children are relatively 
common. 

Detecting possible problems at a young age is 
recommended to identify disorders such as:

• Amblyopia
• strabismus 
• refractive error

If left undetected and/or untreated these 
vision conditions can affect the child’s visual, 
social, and educational development. 



It’s not easy to get my child an eye exam!

There are a lot of reasons 
that parents/caregivers 
may not follow up on a 
referral from a vision 
screening.  Doctors, school 
nurses, and community 
organizations (Like Prevent 
Blindness) can help!
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mistrust Access Issues



Personal Considerations

• Knowledge about eye health for children

• Disbelief of a health problem

• Difficulty navigating the healthcare system 

• Insurance coverage

• Cost- monetary, personal, prestige

• Loss and breakage of glasses

• Perceived health risk

• Mistrust of healthcare

• Feelings about vision problems (guilt; too young; performance of 
correction)

“An active evaluation of the potential 
severity of the vision loss and the perceived 
loss of normality and social stigma 
compared with the benefit of the 
treatment.”*



Social Considerations

• Socioeconomic issues

• Cultural sensitivity

• Language barriers

• Health beliefs 

• Social influences

• Distribution of providers

• Reliability of support networks



People and Resources Here to Help You

Coming up next:

• Services

• Stories

• Resources



SIGHT FOR STUDENTS GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

• 19 years of age or younger
• Family income at or under 200% 

of Federal Poverty Level guidelines
• Haven't received care through a VSP 

program during the last 12 months
• No vision care coverage through a 

private insurer or government program

https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines






Voucher Program

• Recipient will need to have an updated prescription 
not more than 1 year old (voucher program does 
not include an eye exam)

• Total household income at or under 200% 
of Federal Poverty Level guidelines.

https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines




Learn More
https://preventblindness.org/vision-care-financial-
assistance-information/

https://preventblindness.org/vision-care-financial-assistance-information/


Resources: ACHIEVE



Your Child’s Sight
https://preventblindness.org/



Take a Screen Time Out
https://preventblindness.org/screen-time-out/



Vision Screening Guidelines 
by Age

https://nationalcenter.preventbli
ndness.org/vision-screening-

guidelines-by-age/





Introducing the tool kit
https://nationalcenter.preventblin
dness.org/small-steps-for-big-
vision/

https://nationalcenter.preventblindness.org/small-steps-for-big-vision/


Resources



https://cvph.preventblindness.org/integrating-vision-programs/

Vision Health Along the Lifespan



Thank You
For more information, on 
children’s vision: Donna 
Fishman, NCCVEH
dfishman@preventblindness.org. 

For more information or assistance 
with eye care, contact 
Prevent Blindness
Phone: 1-800-331-2020
Email: info@preventblindness.org
https://preventblindness.org/

mailto:dfishman@preventblindness.org
mailto:info@preventblindness.org
https://preventblindness.org/

